News Release
for immediate release

Date: Tuesday, December 12 at 7:00 pm
Place: Council Room

13665 Pierrefonds Blvd,
Pierrefonds/Roxboro

Plans for the massive project at Rapides du Cheval Blanc Ecoterritory to be revealed
Cheval Blanc is a symbol of the last endangered natural spaces of Montreal Island
and the Region.

About one-half of Montreal’s unprotected ecoterritory green spaces face new risk
Citizens say no!

Community leaders and groups offer their support - see list below

Citizens say no! Citizens will be at the council chambers on December 12 at 7:00 pm to reject plans to
carve a large swath from Cheval Blanc West for a major residential development. The plans will be made
public for the very first time. Montrealers are outraged that the city has been fast-tracking a deal to swap
publicly-owned ecoterritory green spaces to a developer for the large-scale project without any prior public
consultation whatsoever. With city machinery in motion to facilitate the deal, citizens fear any public input
now will be cast aside with the same scandalous disregard. This, when the Tremblay regime touts its
commitment to participatory democracy. Shame!

Citizens say no! For forty years, Montrealers have called for the conservation of the green spaces
along Riviére des Prairies at the Cheval Blanc rapids, now dubbed an ‘ecoterritory' in the city’s natural
spaces policy. But most of Cheval Blanc East has been lost to concrete and condos during the Tremblay
regime. Now, the proposed development would gouge 10.5 ecoterritory hectares from Cheval Blanc West
with devastating impacts on all of this rare shoreline green space. The land-swap scheme also paves the
way for more adjacent hectares to be developed later.

Citizens say no! Mayor Tremblay’s campaign slogan was “What’s green will stay green!” but just
a little more than 3% of Montreal Island is protected natural green space. International norms are at 12%.
And now, Montreal’s last natural spaces are under siege. According to new priorities for its Politique de
protection et de mise en valeur des milieux naturels de Montréal, the city will sacrifice approximately
one-half (about 800 hectares) of the Island’s last unprotected ecoterritory green spaces to urban
development.

Citizen input is ignored. For example, after 3 months and with 300 participants at hearings held by the
Office de consultation publique de Montréal on the Natural Spaces Policy in 2004, a consensus was
reached. The Office called for Meadowbrook to be an additional ecoterritory and for a moratorium:
*“....to reduce current pressures on certain areas targeted by the policy, the Commission recognizes the
necessity of imposing a moratorium on all development projects in the ecoterritories natural spaces and
buffer zones.” (communiqué OCPM)

The city trashed the recommendations and the public input.



Contacts:

Alison Hackney 514-246-4503 Green Coalition Youth

George Boutilier 514-620-4157 Daniel Oyama  514-774-1027

Ryan Young 514-457-8653 Le comité des espaces verts des Rapides-du-
David Fletcher 514-683-7864 Cheval-Blanc

Sylvia Oljemark 514-332-9146 Sue Stacho 514-421-9713

Lewis Poulin 514-332-9146 Helena Fletcher  514-684-4998

Community leaders and groups from the Montreal region offer their support:
Citizens say no! No more construction at Rapides du Cheval Blanc and in the other
ecoterritory green spaces and buffer zones!

Clifford Lincoln

Daniel Bouchard-Festival Ecolo

Richard Bergeron-Projet Montréal

Owen Rose, Director-Urban Ecology Centre

Eliane Labastrou-Société patrimoine et histoire de I’ile Bizard et Sainte-Geneviéve
Daniel Breton-porte-parole-Coalition Québec-Vert-Kyoto; directeur AQLPA
Bruce Walker-STOP

Peter B. Yeomans-former Mayor of Dorval and Executive Committee Member, City of Montreal
Guy Garand-CRE-de-Laval

Scott McKay-Parti vert du Québec

David M. Bird, Ph.D. Wildlife Biologist

Amir Khadir, résident de Pierrefonds, Porte-parole-Québec solidaire
Tommy Montpetit-Porte-parole-Front Vert

Paul Maloney, M.Sc. Entomologist

Dida Berku

Noushig Eloyan-Chef de I’Opposition-Ville de Montréal

Al Hayek-Président-Coalition Verte-Green Coalition

John O’Driscoll-SNAP/CPAWS

Hubert Simard, ex-président de la Commission de I'aménagement, CUM
Bruno Tremblay-Lac Saint-Louis-Parti vert du Canada

Nim& Machouf-Projet Montréal Pierrefonds

Anne Godbout-Communications-Arboretum Morgan

Front Vert/Green Coalition and others :

Association pour la protection du Bois Angell,

Association pour la sauvegarde du lac Saint-Francois,

Citoyens pour la protection de Pointe du Lac,

Coalition citoyenne santé et environnement,

Comite des citoyens de la MRC Deux Montagnes,

Comité des citoyens pour les Rapides du cheval blanc,

Enviro Mille-Tles,

Fondation Riviéres,

La Corporation pour la mise en valeur du bois de I’Equerre (Laval),
Le Comité pour un environnement sain & Dollard-Des-Ormeaux/Roxboro,



Le Centre d’information sur I’environnement de Longueuil,
Le Regroupement des citoyens de Saraguay,

Patrimoine bati et naturel de Verdun,

Sauvons nos boisés et milieux humides,

Conseil bassin riviéres des Escoumins

Projet Rescousse

Environnement Nature Boucherville

Etique Gestion environnement-UQAM

Société de gestion environnementale Dolbeau-Mistassini
Regroupement environnemental Jéromois

Eau Vive Batiscan

Résidents de Granby, Farnham, Estrie

Coalition citoyenne santé et environnement

Riverain pour I'lle-aux-foins

Centre de la nature-Saint-Hilaire

Societe horticulture écologie de Boucherville
SBMH-Outaouais-Ecotoxicologie

GRIP-UQAM

Héritage Saint-Bernard

Nature-Action Québec

Parti vert du Québec,

Association Québecoise de Lutte contre la Pollution Atmosphérique (AQLPA),
Comité de protection environnement Québec
Environnement Jeunesse

Comité de I’environnement de Chicoutimi (CEC)
Arboretum Morgan

Les Amis de la Riviére des Prairies

Eco-Nature/Parc de la riviere Milles-iles

Comité étude développement fle Saint-Joseph

Boisé I'Orée des bois, Laval

Coalition des amis de la forét du Grand Coteau
Etablissements verts Bruntland région Montréal

Peintre naturaliste

Fondation espaces verts

Jeunesse/Youth Coalition Verte

Citizens for a Quality of Life,

Citizens for the Bois Franc,

Coalition pour les alternatives aux pesticides,

Comite des citoyens pour I’aménagement du Boisé Saint-Sulpice,
Comité Protection Patrimoine-Tle des Soeurs,

Les Amis de Meadowbrook,

Regroupement pour le jardinage écologique de Longueuil
Sociétée de Développement Communautaire de Montréal (SODECM),
TMR Horticultural Society,

Approche-Nature de Montréal

Association des Citoyens Perrotdamois,

Association pour la santé environnementale les hypersensibilés et les allergies du Québec (AEHAQ),
Société pour la Sauvegarde du Patrimoine de Pointe-Claire
Lake Ashton Land Owners Association,

Citizen Environmental Committee of Dorval (C.E.C.D.)



Les sentiers verts de I’Ouest de I’Tle
Montreal Animal Alliance

SOS Dorval

Sierra Club du Québec

La Société du patrimoine de I’ouest de I’ile



